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Welcome to the Hiram’s Highway 
Improvement Stage 2 Newsletter – May 
Issue, 2008. In this Newsletter, we have 
provided information on the progress of the 
public consultation and the comments 
received from the public. We welcome 
comments and enquiries from interested 
parties and the general public.
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We value the views of the public on the Hiram’s 
Highway Improvement Stage 2 project. We have 
conducted an extensive public engagement 
exercise since January 2008 to gather views on 
improvement proposals for Hiram’s Highway.  We 
have collected views from the public through a 
number of channels, including a public forum, 
consultation meetings, meetings & discussions with 
stakeholders, view cards and emails.
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Visions for Sai Kung
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In the First Public Forum, most of the discussion 
groups objected to large-scale developments in Sai 
Kung. There was a clear message to maintain Sai 
Kung as the back garden of Hong Kong and keep its 
current unique character such as the natural 
landscape, rural characteristics and quiet environment 
in combination with the historical heritage. Similar 
feedback was also received from some of the 
stakeholders during the discussions.
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On-line road widening
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The Forum participants generally considered that 
traffic congestion mainly occurred during weekends 
and holidays only, and that widening of Hiram’s 
Highway might lead to more traffic and developments 
in Sai Kung. The majority of the Forum participants 
commented that widening of the whole section of 
Hiram’s Highway to dual 2-lane carriageway was not 
necessary, while some people suggested varying the 
number of traffic lanes at different road sections.

Similarly, some of the stakeholders also objected to 
large-scale road widening. However, on the other 
hand, the Sai Kung District Council Traffic & 
Transport Committee pressed for road improvement; 
and some members of the Sai Kung Rural Committee 
considered that the Government should provide a 
dual 2-lane road, and pressed for its early 
implementation.
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There were suggestions made at the Public Forum, 
through view cards and emails to consider a park and
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Through the First Public Forum, formal consultation 
and meetings with stakeholders, we briefed the 
participants on the existing and future traffic 
conditions, and the considerations for improvements. 
The following is a summary of comments received 
through various channels. 
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ride scheme. Suggested locations for parking 
areas and interchanges included the existing car 
park near Mang Kung Wo Road, Choi Hung, Ma 
On Shan and Tseung Kwan O MTR stations, Tai 
Po Tsai and Clear Water Bay. 
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Cycle track
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There were some suggestions to incorporate a 
cycle track in the project.  Representatives from the 
Hong Kong Cyclist Club and the Hong Kong Cyclist 
Information Net wished to extend the proposed 
cycle track system from Sai Sha Road in the north 
of Sai Kung to the study area.
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Bypass
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Bypass routes either in the form of tunnel, viaduct 
or at-grade road were suggested by some of the 
Forum participants. In addition, the Sai Kung 
District Council Traffic & Transport Committee and 
the Sai Kung Area Committee supported the need 
for improvement, and suggested the consideration 
of a bypass to minimise land resumption and 
disturbance to residents along the existing 
highway. The Sai Kung Rural Committee further 
suggested a bypass in the form of tunnel.

Some discussion groups in the Forum requested local 
improvements at various locations for traffic safety 
reasons; they considered that such improvements 
would be sufficient to meet the traffic needs. Some 
stakeholders shared the same view on local 
improvements. Similar requests were also received 
through view cards and emails.
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Other traffic management measures
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The Public Forum, view cards and emails mentioned 
other modes of improvement. These included 
encouraging the use of public transport; shuttle bus 
services; marine transport; a railway system; reducing 
the number of vehicles by an electronic road pricing 
system; restriction for bicycle access only; 
pedestrianisation in Sai Kung town; closed road permit 
system; and a ban on access by lorries at weekends, 
etc.

Some stakeholders suggested the consideration of 
other modes of transport, including a sustainable 
transport system. 
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Car park
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There were comments 
on the insufficiency of 
parking facilities. Better 
car park management 
was suggested to 
relieve the traffic 
congestion at Sai Kung 
town.
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The Consultants are preparing various options for the 
improvement proposals, based on the above 
comments, and will present the options at the 
forthcoming Second Public Forum for discussion and 
collection of comments.

×`Ø�p�C

¢�i
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Why its English name is called “Hiram's Highway”?

“Sai Kung” probably first appeared at the beginning 
of the Ming Dynasty.  From the 3rd year of the 
Yongle Reign (1405) to the 8th year of the Xuande
Reign (1433) in the Ming Dynasty, the Ming 
Government designated Zheng He to lead seven 
naval expeditions to "the Western Ocean".  After 
these seven naval expeditions, countries from 
South West Asia, the Middle East and East Africa 
paid tribute or traded with the Ming Empire. Sai 
Kung was one of the ports at which the tribute ships 
from the West berthed. The name “Sai Kung”
means “the West comes for tribute”.

‹ Z Œ• Ž Zheng He’s Navigation Map
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Foreign emissary present a lion to the Chinese officials
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