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Welcome to the Hiram’'s Highway

Improvement Stage 2 Newsletter — March
Issue, 2008. Relevant information and
progress of the investigation will be
covered Iin the Newsletter. We also
welcome comments and enquiries from
interested parties and the general public.

N
I
1]
y

9: <
=> ? @A BC DE FD! GHI
J BCKLM N O PQ R% C
OSTUVWXY

The scope of investigation for Hiram’s Highway
Improvement Stage 2 includes the section of Hiram'’s
Highway from Marina Cove to Sai Kung Town, Po
Tung Road and the section of Tai Mong Tsai Road
to the south of Sha Ha. The investigation will identify
optimum road improvement options.
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Highways Department appointed the Consultants — Meinhardt Infrastructure and Environment Ltd
to carry out the investigation study under the Consultancy Agreement No. CE 19/2007 (HY) —

Hiram’s Highway Improvement Stage 2.

The Consultants commenced works in October 2007. In consultation with the relevant Government
departments, the issues associated with the improvement of Hiram’s Highway were identified, and
the existing and future traffic conditions were preliminarily assessed. A series of public forum have
been planned to gather public’'s views on the Project, and the first forum was conducted in
February 2008. The Consultants are now analysing the comments received from the forum, and

have started the development of options for Hiram’s Highway improvement.
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The photo exhibition was held in the lobby of Sai Kung
Government Offices from 18 February to 8 March 2008. It
showed the existing conditions of Hiram’s Highway, special

structures, landuse and planning along the route, and ecological
and environmental considerations for road improvement. The contents of the exhibition are now
available for downloading from the study website.
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Hiram’s Highway Improvement Stage 2 — The First
Public Forum was held on Saturday 23 February 2008
in the Sai Kung Jockey Club Town Hall. It was a
productive event. A total of about 230 participants
attended the forum.

In the first part of the forum, we presented the project
background, the existing and future traffic conditions,
and the considerations for road improvement to the
participants. In the second part we gathered the views
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Views on ways of improvement.
The majority considered that the unique character of Sai

Kung and its status as the Back Garden of Hong Kong
should be maintained. The local natural landscape, rural
characteristics and quiet environment in combination with
the historical heritage make Sai Kung the home of many
residents and popular for outings during holidays.

Regarding the ways of

improvement, most

participants expressed
grave concerns on the widening of the existing road
sections. They considered that any improvement should
address the local traffic congestion at bottleneck locations
and safety issues. The Government should also consider
other modes of improvement such as park-n-ride and
better traffic management.
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Situated in the southeast of the New Territories, Sai Kung comprises several peninsulas and over
70 islands of various sizes. Since the 17" Century, the Hakka people began migrating to Sai Kung
and engaging in agricultural cultivation in the valley and the coastal area. Rural settlements
generally appeared. Early settlers primarily made their living by farming or fishing, while a few
engaged in producing sugar or salt. As the population could not sustain a marketplace, villagers
had to travel through winding track ways to Kowloon, Lik Yuen of Shatin or other destinations.
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